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: Maal Giecor c i 
General Counsel, Cantral Intelligence agency 


1. MISOTOH. ‘The General dowwel te respuusitle for a1], legal affairs 
and for legal asyecte of all legislation affecting the Agency. 


2. <ORGAMIZATION. 


a. The Office of the General Counsel was placed in 1950 
in the Offices of the Deputy Director (Administration). Prior 
thereto it had reported directly to the Director. In view of 
Fee ee ee 
istrative control St ee een 

of atatuistretton end operaticns, the Genecal Counsel. stil) 
reports directly to the Director when appropriate tut has 
xvomined in the Office of the Deputy Director (Administration) 
for séministrative convenience. 


b. The legislative function is seperate fron the strictly 
Legal, aativities of the Offices ant in treate! in «2 separate 
paper. Otherwise, the Office is organized generally in the 
manner of a private law firm, available for atvice om legal 
matters arleing out of official Gusiness for ail couponents 
of the Agency ot sll levels by direst inquiry. 


Ge All attorneys axe expected to attain efficiency In 
ali aspects of the agmey*s legal work, and there are no 
npecialiats cr attorneys concentrating exclusively in 
particuisr fielis. The only types of assignments are 
those arising out of seperation in space and occasional 
special requests of oertein components. Thus, ome senior 
aewyer is normally ocoupied full tine with iogistics 
matters, pertiowarly procurement and contract problems, 
but the various attorneys are rotated in and cut of this 
duty to prevent specialisation. 

ae Classification of initial appointments is based on 


a coobinetion of education, background, end legal axsperience. 
Promotion is based on demonstrated ability to apply lagnl. 
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a. The present General Counsel. ond his Deputy have 
secupied their present positions with this and prudecessor 
agencies since 1944. Thetr biographical sketches and 
those of other senior attorneys are attached as Appendix A. 


an wa & complete description, 
but an indication of seme of the problems peculiar to this 
Agency is set forth below: . 


>. Within the Agency there are many protless noreal. to 
Goverment agencies which ereste special Legal questions 


; establishment of procedures designed to the x of 


very wide povera, thereby problenc. 
The norasl lavs and regulations applying Ligation, 
2 : 
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expenditure, cartifieation, accounting, lepoed appropriations, 
and eiaiier technica. mebters much be adjuated te the extent 
netessery to mart the special requirements of thie agency. 
Pies question of the need for and the extent of euch adjustment 
is cuontivy for sonatderation by this Office. 


a. ‘the great bulk oY the work of the Office of the 
ous of sovert activities, roughly - 
&. Here every type of legal 
problem ariees end thia Offica is responsible for guidance 
not only on the internal aspects tut aloo om the outside 
legal. implications of Apeney etna coxried out through 
Goverment facilities. Thus, an agent's covar contractual 


£. In all ita sopectea, Internal and external, tae 
Offies of the General Counsel perforus a purely st 
fonction. It has no commaml or directive reaponsibilitias. 


[/ 
LAWRENGS 8. HOUSTON 
General Counsel 
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